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Danish legislation and regulatory requirements on trailers and hitches

The interest organization Dansk Banegods (Danish Railfreight) would like to keep DG Move and ERA

updated on the challenging development of the Danish legislation and Danish regulatory requirements on

trailers and hitches on pocket wagons.

Please find attached the lates development. A letter from ERFA submitted on 22 January 2024 as well as
replies from the Danish Minister for Transport dated 27 February 2024 and from the Danish Civil Aviation

and Railway Authority (Danish NSA) dated 8 February 2024.

On 1 October 2022 new Danish legislation came into force with requirements applicable on the Danish rail

infrastructure non-compliant with the EU interoperability regime. As you are fully aware of ERA made an

assessment of the Danish legislation and concluded that the Danish legislation is not in line with the EU

legal framework. ERA rejected the Danish legislation and an ERA opinion was issued on 6 December 2022.
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Following the ERA opinion, the European Commission initiated a process of issuing an implementing act
against Denmark. The Railway Undertakings (RU) active on the Danish rail infrastructure have highly
appreciated the attention to the matter from the Commission and ERA. Unfortunately, until today this has
not yet been formally implemented and we believe that further action is needed.

Further new regulatory requirements are imposed on the RU’s without any technical or safety reasons.
The Danish NSA has imposed a national authorization requirement applicable as of 1 January 2024. Due
to a very slow and unstructured approval procedure not one single RU received an approval from the NSA
in due course.

Based on this the Danish NSA in December 2023 imposed further requirements. As of 1 January 2024 a 14
tons weight requirement is applicable on the entire Danish rail infrastructure for an interim period up until
1 June 2024 when all existing approvals issued to RU’s will expire.

We once again call for action from the European Commission, ERA and DG Move. Please don’t hesitate to

contact Dansk Banegods if further information needed and please let me know how we can best work
together to ensure compliance in Denmark with the EU interoperability regime.

Best regard

Jens Kirketerp Jensen

Chairman
Dansk Banegods
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